
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2024 @ 2:00 P.M. 

GUYSBOROUGH MUNICIPAL OFFICE 

Warden Long called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE  

Warden Paul Long 

Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche  

Councillor Mary Desmond                                                                             

Councillor Neil DeCoff  

Councillor Dave Hanhams  

Councillor Susan Cashin 

Councillor Hudson MacLeod  

Councillor Fin Armsworthy 

 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Barry Carroll, CAO (via zoom)  

Shawn Andrews, Deputy CAO 

Debbie Torrey, Development Officer 

Angie Tavares, Director of Recreation 

Glen Avery, Director of Public Works 

Sean O’Connor, Director of Economic & Community Development 

Danita Imlay, Director of Finance 

Magdelyn Connolly, Municipal Clerk 

Media (via zoom) 

 

REGRETS 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA           24-12-94880   

 

 Deletion: 8. a) i. Decision Making  

Addition: 8. a) iii. Canso Tax  

 

MOVED:  Councillor Fin Armsworthy 

SECONDED: Councillor Mary Desmond  

MOTION: THAT the Committee of Whole approve the agenda as amended.    

     MOTION CARRIED 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 6, 2024                  24-12-94881 

MOVED: Councillor Neil Decoff 

SECONDED: Councillor Susan Cashin 
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MOTION: THAT Committee of the Whole approve the minutes of November 6, 2024 as   

   presented.  

   MOTION CARRIED 

 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES  

 

DELEGATIONS 

 

REPORTS  

 

WARDEN’S REPORT           24-12-94882 

 

Warden Long briefly reviewed his report as it was included in the meeting package. He reported 

that he attended various open houses and the NSFM Fall Conference.  

 

MOVED:  Councillor Mary Desmond 

SECONDED: Councillor Dave Hanhams   

MOTION:  THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Warden’s Report as presented.  

MOTION CARRIED 

 

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT                   24-12-94883 

 

Mr. Carroll stated that his report was included in the meeting package. He highlighted that his 

report was focused on the proposed Business Development Centre and that he would be happy to 

answer any questions that Committee may have.  

 

MOVED:  Councillor Dave Hanhams 

SECONDED: Councillor Mary Desmond 

MOTION:  THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Chief Administrator Officer’s Report 

as presented. 

 MOTION CARRIED  

 

Mr. Carroll thoroughly reviewed the proceedings surrounding the following two motions.  

 

TABLED MOTION #24-09-94843           

 

MOVED: Councillor Mary Desmond 

SECONDED: Councillor Hudson MacLeod 

MOTION:  THAT Council remove from the table the matter referenced in motion #24-09-

94843. 

 

Warden Long ruled the motion defeated.  
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DEPUTY CAO REPORT    24-12-94884 

 

Mr. Andrews stated that his report was not included in the meeting package as he was away on 

holidays during the month of November. He stated that staff participated in a provincial EMO 

exercise and provided Committee with an explanation of the exercise. Mr. Andrews provided 

Committee with a brief local fire service update.  

 

MOVED:  Councillor Dave Hanhams  

SECONDED: Councillor Neil Decoff  

MOTION:  THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Deputy CAO’s Report as presented.  

   MOTION CARRIED 

 

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE REPORT         24-12-94885 

Mrs. Imlay stated that her report was included in the meeting package and reminded Committee 

of the upcoming tax sale on December 17th. She highlighted that an advertisement went out in the 

Journal today with a list of awarded grants this fiscal year.  

 

MOVED:  Councillor Neil Decoff 

SECONDED: Councillor Hudson MacLeod  

MOTION:  THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Director of Finance Report as  

presented.  

  MOTION CARRIED 

 

DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT         24-12-94886 

 

Mrs. Torrey stated that her report has been included in the meeting package and that she is happy 

to answer any questions Committee may have.  

 

MOVED: Councillor Mary Desmond 

SECONDED: Councillor Fin Armsworthy  

MOTION:  THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Development Officer’s Report as 

presented.  

  MOTION CARRIED 

 

BRIEFING NOTE:  APPLICATION TO REZONE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 233 

DOVER ROAD FROM MIXED USE RURAL RESIDENTIAL MRR-1 TO 

COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL TO ALLOW DEVELOPMENT RELATED TO 

MARITIME LAUNCH PROJECT          24-12-94887 

 

Mrs. Torrey reviewed the briefing note as it was included in the meeting package.  

 

MOVED: Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche 

SECONDED: Councillor Fin Armsworthy  

MOTION:  THAT the Committee of the Whole recommend to the Council of the Municipality 

of the District of Guysborough that Municipal Staff be instructed to schedule a 

Public Hearing in accordance with the Municipal Government Act to consider a 
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request from Maritime Launch Services Ltd. for rezoning of property assessed to 

Duncan MacDonald located at 233 Dover Road in Little Dover (identified as PID 

#35055821) from Mixed Use Rural Residential MRR-1 to Light Industrial I-1; 

 

AND FURTHER THAT the Public Hearing be scheduled for Wednesday, January 

8, 2025 at 4:15 pm in the Council Chambers of the Guysborough Municipal 

Building. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

BRIEFING NOTE:  REQUEST TO AMEND THE LAND USE BYLAW TO ALLOW A 

SHIPPING CONTAINER ON A RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 3680 HWY 

344, HADLEYVILLE                      24-12-94887 

 

Mrs. Torrey reviewed the briefing note as it was included in the meeting package.  

 

Various Councilors asked questions and made comment on shipping containers in our 

Municipality.  

 

MOVED: Councillor Mary Desmond 

SECONDED: Councillor Susan Cashin 

MOTION:  THAT the Committee of the Whole deny the request to amend the land use 

planning documents to allow a shipping container on property PID 35017516 which 

is zoned Mixed Use Rural Residential; 

 

AND FURTHER THAT Mr. Henley be advised that the next 5-year review of 

MODG’s planning documents is scheduled to commence in 2026, at which time 

this matter will be reviewed and considered. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS’ REPORT        24-12-94888 

Mr. Avery stated that his report was included in the meeting package and that he is happy to answer 

any questions Committee may have. Mr. Avery provided Committee with an update on ongoing 

projects including the Commercial Cable Building.  

 

Mr. Carroll provide Committee with an update on the proposed Canso Fitness Centre.  

 

MOVED:  Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche 

SECONDED: Councillor Dave Hanhams  

MOTION:  THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Director of Public Works’ Report as  

presented.  

  MOTION CARRIED 

 

BRIEFING NOTE – STANFEST USED MOWER DONATION                24-12-94889 

 

Mr. Avery reviewed the briefing note as it was included in the meeting package.  
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MOVED: Councillor Dave Hanhams  

SECONDED: Councillor Fin Armsworthy  

MOTION:  THAT Council of the Municipality of the District of Guysborough authorize the 

donation of a used tractor lawn mower to the Stan Rodgers Folk Festival.  
MOTION CARRIED 

DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT                                                         24-12-94890 

 

Mrs. Tavares stated that her report was included in the meeting package and briefly reviewed her 

report for the information of Committee. She stated that the annual shopping trip to Sydney took 

place yesterday, which was a great success. Mrs. Tavares provided Committee with a brief review 

of events planned for December. She stated that the Recreation Department plans to host pickleball 

tournaments in the Canso Area in the New Year, following a request from a resident.  

 

MOVED: Councillor Mary Desmond 

SECONDED: Councillor Neil Decoff 

MOTION: THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Director of Recreation Report as  

   presented. 

   MOTION CARRIED 

 

DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT REPORT 24-12-94891 

Mr. O’Connor stated that the Economic Development report was included in the meeting package, 

and that he is happy to discuss any planned or proposed development project with Councillors at 

their convenience if they so wish.   

 

Councillors around the table made various comments regarding proposed development.  

 

MOVED:  Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche 

SECONDED: Councillor Susan Cashin 

MOTION: THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Director of Economic & Community 

Development’s Report. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

 

DISTRICT IDEAS         24-12-94892 

 

Councillor Hanhams reported that he would like to challenge Councillors to go out and investigate 

wants and needs in their districts to bring new ideas to the table. He stated that a couple small 

projects in his district will be taken care of by Public Works following bringing the request to Mr. 

Avery’s attention.  

 

Councillor Hanhams stated that he would like to see Council drive across the Municipality together 

to visit each district to encourage and share new ideas or possibilities with each other.  
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CANSO TAX          24-12-94893 

                     

Councillor Hanhams stated that the residents in the former town of Canso continue to request for 

their tax rate to be reduced. He stated that he would like to see this sent to a third-party consultant 

for review of the tax rate.  

 

Councillors around the table commented on the tax rate  

 

Mr. Carroll stated that this has been reviewed by a consultant in the past, which did not solve the 

concern that residents are expressing. He reported that the issue stands of understanding the 

correlation of tax rate and assessments.  

 

MOVED:  Councillor Dave Hanhams  

SECONDED: Councillor Fin Armsworthy 

MOTION:  THAT an RFP be issued to investigate the former Town of Canso tax rate by a 

third-party consultant.   

NAY: Warden Paul Long, Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche, Councillor Mary 

Desmond, Councillor Neil DeCoff, Councillor Hudson MacLeod 

 

Warden Long stated that the motion has been defeated.  

 

FUTURE MEETINGS   

 
• Wednesday, December 4th @ 3:00pm – Regular Monthly Council 

• Wednesday, December 4th @ 4:00pm – Long Service Awards 

• Wednesday, January 8th @ 4:15pm – Public Hearing, Special Council 

• Wednesday, January 8th @ 4:30pm – Committee of the Whole  

 

ADJOURNMENT                                    24-12-94894
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

MOVED:   Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche   

MOTION: THAT the December 4, 2024 Committee of the Whole stand adjourned. 

MOTION CARRIED (3:20 pm)  

 

 

_______________________________________ 

WARDEN 

 

______________________________________ 

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

 

_______________________________________ 

DATE 


