
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2022 @ 4:30 P.M.  
REGULAR MONTHLY COUNCIL  
GUYSBOROUGH MUNICIPAL OFFICE 
 
 Warden Pitts called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  
 
ATTENANCE          
Warden Vernon Pitts  
Councillor Paul Long  
Councillor Mary Desmond  
Councillor Neil Decoff  
Councillor Hudson MacLeod  
Councillor Fin Armsworthy  
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Shawn Andrews, Deputy CAO  
Ashley Cunningham, Municipal Clerk 
Ursula Ryan, Guysborough & Area Caregivers Support Group 
Cst. Nathan Sparks, Naomi Society (via Zoom) 
Media  
 
REGRETS 
Barry Carroll, CAO  
Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche  
Councillor Dave Hanhams  
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA                                                                                      22-02-30088 
 
 Addition 8. b) Canso Hazel Hill Water Rate Study 
 
MOVED:  Councillor Armsworthy  
SECONDED:  Councillor Long  
MOTION: THAT Council approve the agenda with the noted addition.  
  MOTION CARRIED  
 
MI’KMA’KI ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JANUARY 19, 2022 REGULAR                22-02-30089 
COUNCIL  
 
MOVED:  Councillor Armsworthy  
SECONDED:  Councillor Decoff  
MOTION: THAT Council approve the minutes of the January 19, 2022 Regular Council 

 as presented with no noted errors or omissions.  
MOTION CARRIED 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 2, 2022 SPECIAL COUNCIL  22-02-30090 
SWEARING IN CEREMONY 
 
MOVED: Councillor MacLeod  
SECONDED: Councillor Long  
MOTION: THAT Council approve the minutes of the February 2, 2022 Special Council, 

Swearing in Ceremony as presented with no noted errors or omissions.  
 MOTION CARRIED 
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 
DELEGATION- URSULA RYAN, GUYSBOROUGH & AREA   22-02-30091 
CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP  
 
Ms. Ursula Ryan was welcomed to the meeting to discuss the need for a dedicated meeting space 
for caregivers in Guysborough County to hold conversations about the impacts that caring for a 
family member with dementia has on both the person suffering with dementia, as well as the 
caregiver. She stated that 2 years ago she formed the Guysborough and Area Caregivers Support 
Group and explained to Council and those present, what a day in her life looks like.  
 
Ms. Ryan stated that the end goal of the forming of the group would be to create some dementia-
related events to make MODG more dementia-friendly and allow those suffering with the disease 
to remain in their community as long as possible.  
 
Councillor Long stated that the GWDS would assist with meeting space. Councillor MacLeod 
stated that he lost both of his parents to dementia and would be willing to do anything he could to 
contribute to the cause. Councillor Desmond stated that they need to be registered through Registry 
of Joint Stocks in order to access more funding and many programs that are available through the 
provincial government. She also noted that she does not feel that MODG should be taking the lead 
on this matter. Warden Pitts stated that he also had a parent with dementia and would be willing 
to entertain a motion that Staff prepare a report on the matter.  
 
MOVED: Councillor Armsworthy  
SECONDED: Councillor Long  
MOTION: THAT Council request that Staff prepare a Report on what available actions  

MODG could implement to assist Ms. Ursula Ryan and her Support Group  
moving forward.  
MOTION CARRIED 

 
DELEGATION- NAOMI SOCIETY, ASHLEY MACDONALD &  
CST. NATHAN SPARKS 
 
Ashley MacDonald and Cst. Nathan Sparks were present via Zoom to educate Council on the 
programs and services that are offered by the Antigonish-based Naomi Society. They outlined the 
confidential support services that are offered to women and children who are victims of domestic 
abuse in Antigonish and Guysborough Counties. Ms. MacDonald stated that they are an outreach 
office and not a shelter and that the two shelters located in our area are Leeside Transition House 
in Port Hawkesbury and Tearmann House in New Glasgow.  
 
Cst. Sparks stated that there is a lot of one-on-one counselling and safety planning delivered 
through the organization as well as accompaniment to Court proceedings, help with peace orders, 
law services, referrals etc. They noted that it is currently Family Violence Prevention Week and 
stated that Friday is “wear purple day” to support the cause of anti-violence against women.  
 
Councillors had various questions and a short discussion was held. Warden Pitts thanked both 
members of the Society for attending today’s meeting.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
TENTATIVE MEETING, MINISTER LOHR VIA ZOOM- 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23rd @ 2:15 p.m. 
 
Ms. Cunningham stated that this meeting was at the request of the Minister’s Office so that 
Minister Lohr could get to know all of Nova Scotia’s Councillors.  
CANSO/HAZEL HILL WATER RATE STUDY   22-02-30092 
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MOTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF THE DISTRICT OF 
GUYSBOROUGH AT A DULY CALLED MEETING OF COUNCIL HELD ON 
FEBRUARY 16, 2022 

MOVED: Councillor Paul Long   
SECONDED: Councillor Hudson MacLeod 
MOTION: THAT the Municipality of the District of Guysborough apply to the Nova Scotia  
   Utility and Review Board for changes in its rates for water and water service, fire  
   protection to the Municipality of the District of Guysborough and changes to its  
   rules and regulations for customers served by the Canso - Hazel Hill Water  
   Utility, as set out in the water rate study prepared by G.A. Isenor Consulting  
   Limited in association with Blaine S. Rooney Consulting Limited.  
   MOTION CARRIED 
   1 NAY- Councillor Fin Armsworthy   

COMMITTEES & BOARDS  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE  
 
POLICY ADOPTION J-3.1 SALARY ADMINISTRATION 22-02-30093 
 
MOVED: Councillor Fin Armsworthy  
SECONDED: Councillor Mary Desmond  
MOTION: THAT on the recommendation of Committee of the Whole, the Council of the 

Municipality of the District of Guysborough approve the second reading and final 
adoption of the amended Policy J) 3.1- Salary Administration.  

 MOTION CARRIED 
 
EASTERN REGION SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT     
 
Meeting scheduled for February 17th.  
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICE       
 

Meeting scheduled for March 16th.  
 
GUYSBOROUGH ADULT LEARNING ASSOCIATION    22-02-30094 
 
No Meeting. The AGM is scheduled for February 22nd. Councillor Armsworthy stated that the 
Chair, Natalie Brenson’s husband passed away and wished to make a motion to send a letter of 
condolence on behalf of Council.  
 
MOVED: Councillor Armsworthy  
SECONDED: Councillor Decoff  
MOTION: THAT Council direct Staff to send a letter of condolence to Mrs. Natalie Brenson  

for the passing of her Husband.  
MOTION CARRIED 

 
WASTE MANAGEMENT LIAISON        
 
No meeting.  
 
LIBRARY BOARD          22-02-30095 
 
Councillor Desmond stated that the Board met on February 10th but she was unable to attend. She 
stated that the annual report was passed at that meeting but the issue of Equity, Diversity and 
Inclusiveness was tabled as both she and Board Chair, Shirley McNamara were unable to attend.  
 
 
MOVED: Councillor Long  
SECONDED: Councillor Decoff   
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MOTION: THAT Council approve the Library Board Report as presented. 
  MOTION CARRIED 
 
HOME SUPPORT BOARD 
 
No meeting  
 
COMMUNITY HEALTH BOARD        
 
No meeting, next one scheduled for February 23rd.  
 
CANSO AREA STAKEHOLDER WORKING GROUP     
 
No meeting, next one scheduled for March 1st.  
 
GUYSBOROUGH AREA STAKEHOLDER WORKING GROUP   22-02-30096 
 
Councillor Long stated that the doctor shortage issues are still ongoing and at present the 
emergency room at Guysborough Memorial is on a two-week closure stretch. He stated at the last 
meeting a letter was sent to the Minister of Health and the Nova Scotia Health Authority requesting 
a future meeting on the matter.  
 
MOVED:  Councillor Decoff  
SECONDED:  Councillor Desmond  
MOTION: THAT Council approve the Guysborough Area Stakeholder Working Group  
   report as presented.   
  MOTION CARRIED 
 
ANY OTHER COMMITTEE OR BOARD  
 
LETTER TO MINISTER RUSHTON RE: MITI LAND RESERVE 22-02-30097 
 
MOVED: Councillor Decoff  
SECONDED: Councillor Armsworthy  
MOTION: THAT Council send a letter to Minister Tory Rushton, Natural Resources & 

Renewables for clarification on who the responsibility now rests with in relation to 
the management of the MIT Land Reserve. 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
FUTURE MEETING DATES 
 

 Wednesday March 2nd @ 3:30 Pieridae 
 Wednesday March 2nd @ 4:30 Committee of the Whole 
 Wednesday March 9th @ 1:00 pm Budget Meeting 
 Wednesday, March 16th @ 4:30 pm Regular Monthly Council  
 Wednesday March 16th @ 6:00 pm EMO 

 

ADJOURNMENT          22-02-30098 
 
MOVED: Councillor Long  
MOTION: THAT the Regular Council Meeting of February 22, 2022 stand adjourned.  
  MOTION CARRIED (5:39 p.m.) 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
WARDEN 
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CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  
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DATE 
 
 


