
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2025 @ 4:30 P.M. 

GUYSBOROUGH MUNICIPAL OFFICE 

Warden Long called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE  

Warden Paul Long 

Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche  

Councillor Mary Desmond                                                                             

Councillor Neil DeCoff  

Councillor Dave Hanhams  

Councillor Susan Cashin 

Councillor Hudson MacLeod  

Councillor Fin Armsworthy 

 

OTHERS PRESENT 

Barry Carroll, CAO (via zoom) 

Shawn Andrews, Deputy CAO 

Deborah Torrey, Development Officer 

Sean O’Connor, Director of Economic & Community Development 

Angie Tavares, Director of Recreation 

Glen Avery, Director of Public Works 

Media (via zoom) 

Steven Henley 

TAG Representatives 

Members of the Public 

 

REGRETS 

 

Danita Imlay, Director of Finance 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA           25-02-94910   

 

MOVED:  Councillor Fin Armsworthy 

SECONDED: Councillor Mary Desmond   

MOTION: THAT the Committee of Whole approve the agenda as amended with the above 

noted additions.    

     MOTION CARRIED 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
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APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF JANUARY 8, 2025                  25-02-94911 

MOVED: Councillor Neil DeCoff      

SECONDED: Councillor Dave Hanhams 

MOTION: THAT Committee of the Whole approve the minutes of January 8, 2025 as   

 presented.  

  MOTION CARRIED 

 

DELEGATIONS 

 

TRANSIT ASSOCIATION OF GUYSBOROUGH    25-02-94912 

 

Ms. Julie Anne fox, Executive Director for TAG began the presentation to Council on behalf of 

the Association which was included as part of the meeting package.   

 

Councillor Dave Hanhams noted concern with the shortfall identified as “Other” with ridership 

from Port Hawkesbury, Antigonish County, Halifax, etc.  Councillor Hanhams suggested that 

TAG reach out to other areas such as the Town of Port Hawkesbury to help with some of the 

shortfall to cover those riders that use this service.   

 

MOVED: Councillor Dave Hanhams   

SECONDED: Councillor Hudson MacLeod   

MOTION: THAT Committee of the Whole refer the request for funding in the amount of 

$71,155 from the Transit Association of Guysborough to the 2025/2026 Budget 

Deliberations. 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

STEVEN HENLEY         25-02-94913 

 

Mr. Steven Henley circulated information to members of Council on the turbine sizes proposed 

for the wind projects in MODG.   Mr. Henley stated that he is here today because his wife suffers 

from migraines and the turbines are very noisy.   Mr. Henley stated that he knows there has to be 

development; however, another look at the setbacks and sound restrictions is what the residents 

deserve.  He also noted that there should be sound bylaws in place to protect the residents.   Mr. 

Henley stated that EverWind have not signed any contracts for the sale of their product noting that 

the market that they thought was there, is not there and that it might now be a scaled down project.   

 

Ms. Torrey reviewed the recent CBC News article regarding the decision by the Province to deny 

the request from the Municipality of West Hants to increase the turbine setbacks to 2.5 km from a 

residence.  Ms. Torrey noted that all indications from the article are that the Province will be 

implementing a Wind Bylaw for the Province in the future citing setbacks at 4x the height of a 

turbine from a dwelling and not a property line. 

 

Warden Long thanked Mr. Henley for his presentation and stated that their commitment is to 

follow MODG Policy and to pass along concerns to the Community Liaison Committee for their 

review and consideration. 
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BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES  

 

ORIGINAL TABLED MOTION:       25-02-94914 

Warden Paul Long referred to the motions included in the package which were tabled in September 

and explained the process for removing the motion from the table and to then vote on the main 

motion.   

MOVED: Councillor Fin Armsworthy  

SECONDED: Councillor Dave Hanhams  

MOTION: THAT Committee of the Whole remove Motion #24-09-94843 from the Table for 

Committee Consideration. 

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

MOVED: Councillor Dave Hanhams 

SECONDED: Councillor Fin Armsworthy  

MOTION: THAT Committee of the Whole approve the contents of the signature project 

proposal including the intended approach and commitments as outlined in Closed 

Session. 

  MOTION DEFEATED 

 

Warden Paul Long called for a show of hands of those in favour of the project and those opposed 

to the project. 

 

Councillors Hudson MacLeod, Councillor Fin Armsworthy, Councillor Susan Cashin, Deputy 

Warden Janet Peitzsche and Councillor Dave Hanhams voted nay. 

 

Councillor Mary Desmond, Warden Paul Long and Councillor Neil DeCoff voted in favour of 

the project. 

 

INFORMATION ITEM – CORRESPONDENCE, NEXGOLD GOLD MINE PROJECT 

 

Warden Paul Long noted that this was an information item. 

 

REPORTS  

 

WARDEN’S REPORT           25-02-94915 

 

Warden Long briefly reviewed his report as it was included in the meeting package.    

 

MOVED:  Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche   

SECONDED: Councillor Mary Desmond    

MOTION:  THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Warden’s Report as presented.  

MOTION CARRIED 
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CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT                   25-02-94916 

 

Mr. Carroll stated that his report was included in the meeting package and that he would be happy 

to answer any questions that Committee may have.    

 

MOVED:  Councillor Mary Desmond   

SECONDED: Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche   

MOTION:  THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Chief Administrator Officer’s Report 

as presented. 

 MOTION CARRIED  

 

DEPUTY CAO REPORT    25-02-94917 

 

Mr. Andrews briefly reviewed his report which was included in the meeting package and 

welcomed any questions from Council.  

 

MOVED:  Councillor Fin Armsworthy     

SECONDED: Councillor Neil DeCoff   

MOTION:  THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Deputy CAO’s Report as presented.  

   MOTION CARRIED 

 

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE REPORT         25-01-94918 

Mrs. Imlay was not available for tonight’s meeting.  

 

MOVED:  Councillor Mary Desmond   

SECONDED: Councillor Susan Cashin  

MOTION:  THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Director of Finance Report as  

presented.  

  MOTION CARRIED 

 

DEVELOPMENT OFFICER’S REPORT         25-02-94919 

 

Mrs. Torrey stated that her report has been included in the meeting package and that she is happy 

to answer any questions Committee may have.  

 

MOVED: Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche     

SECONDED: Councillor Neil DeCoff 

MOTION:  THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Development Officer’s Report as 

presented.  

  MOTION CARRIED 

 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS’ REPORT     25-02-94920 

Mr. Avery stated that his report was included in the meeting package and that he is happy to answer 

any questions Committee may have.   
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MOVED:  Councillor Neil DeCoff   

SECONDED: Councillor Mary Desmond     

MOTION:  THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Director of Public Works’ Report as  

presented.  

  MOTION CARRIED 

 

PROGRESS CLAIM #2 POLARON      25-02-94921 

 

Mr. Glen Avery referred to Progress Claim #2 from Polaron in the amount of $123,276.39 noting 

that it has been recommended for payment by Strait Engineering. 

 

MOVED:  Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche   

SECONDED: Councillor Susan Cashin     

MOTION:  THAT Committee of the Whole recommend to the Council of the Municipality of 

the District of Guysborough that they authorize payment in the amount of 

$123,276.39 including HST to Polaron Energy Corp. as recommended by Strait 

Engineering.  

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT                                                      25-02-94922 

 

Mrs. Tavares stated that her report was included in the meeting package and briefly reviewed her 

report for the information of Committee.  

 

MOVED: Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche    

SECONDED: Councillor Mary Desmond     

MOTION: THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Director of Recreation Report as  

   presented. 

   MOTION CARRIED 

 

DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT REPORT 25-02-94923 

Mr. Sean O’Connor stated that his report was included in the meeting package and proceeded to 

briefly review this report for the information of Council.   

 

MOVED:  Councillor Hudson MacLeod   

SECONDED: Councillor Mary Desmond   

MOTION: THAT Committee of the Whole approve the Director of Economic & Community 

Development’s Report. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

COMMITTEE BUSINESS 
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SCHOOL HEALTH CENTRE       25-02-94924 

 

Councillor Neil DeCoff stated that he was recently asked why no personnel were hired by the to 

staff the Youth Health Centres in the schools.  Councillor DeCoff stated that with today’s pressures 

on children, this service is needed more than ever. 

 

Warden Paul Long stated that the Youth Health Centre throughout the years was very valuable.  

He noted that they now have Schools Plus, but it does not cover all the things that the Youth Health 

Centre covered. 

MOVED: Councillor Neil DeCoff   

SECONDED: Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche  

MOTION: THAT Committee of the Whole send a letter to the appropriate authority regarding 

staffing of the position in the Youth Health Centres including the lack of funding 

for this important resource for students.  

 MOTION CARRIED 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

INTO CLOSED SESSION 25-02-94925      

 

MOVED: Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche 

SECONDED: Councillor Mary Desmond      

MOTION:  THAT the Council of the Municipality of the District of Guysborough proceed into 

closed session.  

  MOTION CARRIED 

 

LEGAL 

 

OUT OF CLOSED SESSION          25-02-94926 

 

MOVED: Councillor Mary Desmond 

SECONDED: Councillor Neil DeCoff   

MOTION:  THAT the Council of the Municipality of the District of Guysborough return to 

open session.  

  MOTION CARRIED 

 

MOVED: Councillor Fin Armsworthy  

SECONDED: Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche   

MOTION:  THAT the Committee of the Whole approve the Municipal Solicitor Personal 

Services Contract as discussed in Closed Session and authorize the Warden and 

CAO to sign the Contract on behalf of MODG.  

  MOTION CARRIED 
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FUTURE MEETINGS   
 

• Wednesday, February 12th @ 1:00 pm – Annual ANS District Members Meeting 

• Wednesday, February 19th @ 4:30 pm – Regular Monthly Council 

• Wednesday, February 19th @ 6:00 pm – EMO @ MODG Council Chambers 

• Wednesday, March 5th @ 4:30 pm – Committee of the Whole  

 

ADJOURNMENT                                    25-01-94927
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

MOVED:   Councillor Mary Desmond   

MOTION: THAT the February 5, 2025 Committee of the Whole stand adjourned. 

MOTION CARRIED (6:11 pm)  

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

WARDEN 

 

 

______________________________________ 

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

DATE 


