WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2025 @ 1:00 PM
SPECIAL COUNCIL SESSION
GUYSBOROUGH MUNICIPAL OFFICE

Warden Paul Long called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m.

ATTENDANCE

Warden Paul Long

Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche
Councillor Mary Desmond

Councillor Neil DeCoff

Councillor Dave Hanhams (via Zoom)
Councillor Susan Cashin

Councillor Hudson MacLeod
Councillor Fin Armsworthy

OTHERS PRESENT

Barry Carroll, CAO

Deborah Torrey, Development Officer
Media (via Zoom)

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 25-01-30752

MOVED: Councillor Mary Desmond

SECONDED: Councillor Fin Armsworthy

MOTION: THAT Council approve the agenda as presented.
MOTION CARRIED

BANK OF MONTREAL CLOSURE, CANSO 25-01-30753

Warden Paul Long referred to a letter circulated to members of Council regarding the closure of
the Bank of Montreal Branch in Canso with accounts being consolidated with the New Glasgow
Branch. Warden Long stated that he is concerned with the loss of the Branch as well as the loss
of employment for the full-time and part-time employees.

Councillor Fin Armsworthy stated that two weeks ago the BMO building received some minor
renovations, so it was a surprise to Staff when they announced the closure. Councillor Armsworthy
stated that they should be asking a representative from the BMO to come in and meet with Council.

Councillor Mary Desmond stated that losing a business institution in a small rural community is
devastating. She noted that, we as Council should step and try to save this Bank as every rural
area needs a financial institution in their community. Councillor Desmond stated that New
Glasgow is quite a distance for clients to travel to conduct financial business, particularly for an
aging population.

Councillor Dave Hanhams stated that this is a surprise and without much warning. Councillor
Hanhams stated they should not only address this matter with BMO, but they should also look to
other financial institutions who may come into the community.

Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche stated that she heard that the manager is retiring, and they are
finding it difficult to find a replacement for her as well as other staff. Deputy Warden Peitzsche
stated that it is important for Council to address this matter noting that MODG now has these
projects coming at as time when they are going to lose a critical piece of infrastructure in the
community. She also noted that it is her understanding that the MLA also tried to speak with BMO
but had no success which is very disappointing.

Councillor Susan Cashin stated that this is definitely a blow to Canso and area and has received
calls from some of her residents that deal with this Branch. Councillor Cashin questioned the
rationale behind the closure noting residents are quite upset. She stated that she is hearing that
some are saying they can’t travel to Guysborough, let alone New Glasgow for banking services.
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Councillor Neil DeCoff stated that this is quite concerning and also questioned the reason for this
closure. Councillor DeCoff stated that he finds it hard to understand how they think they can take
a bank out of Canso and that people will drive to New Glasgow. He noted that our population is
mainly senior who like face to face, in person contact to do their banking. Councillor DeCoff
questioned if some of our projects were up and running, would they be making this decision noting
that he hopes they can get someone to come in and speak with Council.

Councillor Hudson MacLeod stated that we did not get much notice and supports everything that
the other members of Council are saying with respect to job loss, etc. and they need to request a
representative come in to meet with Council.

Warden Paul Long stated that losing this banking institution in Canso is not the same as losing it
in Port Hawkesbury where they have other banking options.

MOVED: Councillor Fin Armsworthy

SECONDED: Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche

MOTION: THAT the Municipality of the District of Guysborough write BMO asking them to
attend a meeting as soon as possible with Council to discuss the closure of the BMO
Branch in Canso.
MOTION CARRIED

Mr. Barry Carroll stated that there is a human element to this as well. He noted that MODG’s
Manager of Finance was asked to reach out to the Canso Branch and found that the staff were
devastated with this news. And, while they may have been offered other jobs at other branches
such as New Glasgow, it is not feasible for them to travel that distance for employment.

ADJOURNMENT 25-01-30754

MOVED: Councillor Neil DeCoff
MOTION: THAT the January 15", 2025 Special Council meeting stand adjourned.
MOTION CARRIED (1:27 p.m.)
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