
WEDNESDAY, JULY 20, 2022 @ 4:30 P.M.  
REGULAR MONTHLY COUNCIL  
GUYSBOROUGH MUNICIPAL OFFICE 
 
 Warden Pitts called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.  
 
ATTENANCE          
Warden Vernon Pitts  
Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche 
Councillor Paul Long  
Councillor Mary Desmond  
Councillor Neil Decoff  
Councillor Hudson MacLeod  
Councillor Fin Armsworthy 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Barry Carroll, CAO  
Magdelyn Connolly, Municipal Clerk 
Media  
 
REGRETS 
Councillor Dave Hanhams 
 
MI’KMA’KI ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA                                                                                           22-07-30204
  
MOVED:  Councillor Fin Armsworthy 
SECONDED:  Councillor Neil Decoff 
MOTION: THAT Council approve the agenda with no noted additions/deletions.   
  MOTION CARRIED  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF JUNE 15, 2022 REGULAR COUNCIL              22-07-30205 
  
MOVED:  Councillor Mary Desmond 
SECONDED:  Councillor Paul Long 
MOTION: THAT Council approve the minutes of the June 15, 2022 Regular Council as 

presented with no noted errors or omissions.  
MOTION CARRIED 

 
BUSINESS ARISING FROM MINUTES 
 
DELEGATIONS  
 
RCMP 
 
Corp. Mike Wilson gave a in depth review of the current RCMP staff within all three local 
detachments; Guysborough, Canso and Sherbrooke stating that all three detachments are fully 
staffed. Corp. Wilson reviewed the statistics from last fiscal year, April 1, 2021-March 31, 2022 
highlighting a total of 1,774 offences within all three detachments. Corp. Wilson reviewed the 
types of occurrences within our County, highlighting 70 total mental health calls, 303 summary 
offence tickets and 302 written traffic warnings.  
 
Con. Nathan Sparks stated that they provide as much education as possible, but it has been more 
difficult in recent years due to Covid restrictions.  
 



 
July 20, 2022 
Regular Monthly Council      Page 2 of 5 
 

Con. Nathan Sparks stated that they expect body worn cameras to be rolled out within our three 
local detachments by the Fall. He stated that they will update Council on this as they receive more 
information.  
 
Corp. Wilson stated that they are working to keep better record of their patrols in each community 
as well as holding community meetings to listen to feedback from residents. Corp. Wilson asked 
for input from Council on their priorities and if Council believes there are areas they should work 
to improve or focus on, moving forward. 
 
Warden Pitts stated that it is of upmost importance to him for our local RCMP to focus on 
community involvement with our residents.  
 
Councilors around the table asked a variety of questions and a discussion was held.  
 
Warden Pitts thanked Corp. Wilson and Con. Sparks for coming in and keeping an open line of 
communication with Council.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
PROCLAMATION – RIGHT TO KNOW WEEK       22-07-30206 
 
MOVED:  Councillor Hudson MacLeod 
SECONDED: Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche  
MOTION:  THAT the Municipality of the District of Guysborough has adopted the principles 

of openness, transparency and accountability;  

WHEREAS Part XX of the Municipal Government Act gives citizens a right of 
access to information in the custody or under the control of the Municipality of the 
District of Guysborough; 

WHEREAS access to information ensures citizens of Nova Scotia have the 
opportunity for meaningful participation in the democratic process;  

WHEREAS a celebration of the right of citizens to access information will 
facilitate informed public participation in policy formulation, ensure fairness in 
government decision-making and permit the airing and reconciliation of divergent 
views;  

WHEREAS Municipality of the District of Guysborough joins all other Canadian 
jurisdictions and democracies world-wide in acknowledging international Right to 
Know Week;  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that I, Warden Vernon Pitts, do hereby 
proclaim September 26 to October 2, 2022 to be Right to Know Week in the 
Municipality of the District of Guysborough. 
MOTION CARRIED 

PROCLAMATION – EMANCIPATION DAY        22-07-30207 
 
MOVED: Councillor Mary Desmond 
SECONDED: Councillor Neil Decoff  
MOTION: THAT WHEREAS August 1st, 1834 is the day The Slavery Abolition Act became 

law in the British Empire (including Canada) and ended the practice of slavery for 
millions of African People and their descendants around the world;   

 
AND WHEREAS we must acknowledge that slavery was part of our Province and 
Country’s horrific past; 
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AND WHEREAS we must work together to address anti-Black racism and all 
forms of racism so all Nova Scotians can prosper, reach their full potential and live 
as equal citizens; 
 
AND WHEREAS on March 24, 2021 the House of Commons voted unanimously 
to officially designate August 1st Emancipation Day; 
 
AND WHEREAS on July 21, 2021 the Council of the Municipality of the District 
of Guysborough proclaimed August 1st of each year to be Emancipation Day in the 
Municipality and encourage residents, businesses and community groups to 
participate in the activities and celebrations, and to take the opportunity to reflect, 
acknowledge and hold open discussions about our shared history of enslavement of 
people of African ancestry here in Canada; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Municipality of the 
District of Guysborough proclaim August 1st 2022 to be Emancipation Day in the 
Municipality and invite residents to reflect, educate and engage in the ongoing fight 
against anti-Black racism and discrimination and to celebrate the strength and 
perseverance of Black communities across Canada. 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
NOMINATION – STRAIT OF CANSO SUPERPORT CORPORATION    22-07-30208 
 
MOVED: Councillor Neil Decoff 
SECONDED: Councillor Paul Long 
MOTION:  THAT the Council of the Municipality of the District of Guysborough recommends 

the appointment of Chris MacDonald, North Riverside Welding as the Municipality 
of the District of Guysborough’s Nominee to the Strait of Canso Superport 
Corporation Board. 

 MOTION CARRIED 
 
NSUARB NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING         
 
Mr. Carroll reviewed the Notice of Public Hearing that was included in the meeting package as an 
informational item.  
 
COMMITTEES & BOARDS  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE  
 
EASTERN REGION SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT       22-07-30209 
   
Warden Pitts reported that a meeting was held at the end of June. He stated that Kevin O’Handley 
is busy investigating illegal dumping sites and that the new coordinator Tanya Williams is doing 
well. Warden Pitts stated that staff are looking forward to moving to their new space at the 
Municipal Building and the next meeting is scheduled for September.   
 
MOVED:  Councillor Fin Armsworthy  
SECONDED: Councillor Mary Desmond 
MOTION:  THAT Council approve the Eastern Region Solid Waste Management Report as 

presented. 
MOTION CARRIED 

 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICE      22-07-30210  
 
Deputy Warden Peitzsche stated that the committee met on June 15th. She stated that the province 
is investigating blanket insurance for volunteer firefighters in Nova Scotia and thanked Council 
for their continued support to the Strait Area Ground Search and Rescue.  
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Deputy Warden Peitzsche stated that Bell Canada will be invited to a future Council Meeting to 
discuss poor cell coverage within our Municipality.  
 
MOVED: Councillor Paul Long 
SECONDED: Councillor Neil Decoff 
MOTION:  THAT Council approve the Emergency Management Office Report as presented.  
  MOTION CARRIED  
 

GUYSBOROUGH ADULT LEARNING ASSOCIATION       22-07-30211 
 
Councillor Armsworthy reported that the Association has been working on their programing for 
next year. He stated that they are now wrapping up to take some time off for the summer months. 
 
MOVED:  Councillor Paul Long 
SECONDED: Councillor Mary Desmond 
MOTION:  THAT Council approve the Guysborough Adult Learning Association Report as 

presented.  
MOTION CARRIED 

 
WASTE MANAGEMENT LIAISON          22-07-30212 
 
Councillor Decoff stated that the Liaison Committee held their final meeting of the committee 
yesterday. He stated it was a good meeting with an appreciation speech from the Warden. 
Councillor Decoff stated that committee members around the table were positive and shared their 
interest in signing up for the new committee that will be formed in September with GFL.  
 
Warden Pitts stated that the Waste Management Liaison Committee was always a great committee 
that ran smoothly over the years.  
 
MOVED: Councillor Mary Desmond 
SECONDED: Councillor Paul Long 
MOTION: THAT Council approve the Waste Management Liaison Committee Report as 

presented. 
 MOTION CARRIED  
 
LIBRARY BOARD               
 
Councillor Desmond reported that the Board has not met since last Council Meeting. She stated 
that a consultation contract has been awarded and the review has already begun and is expected to 
be completed at the end of August.  Councillor Desmond reported that the Sherbrooke Library is 
temporarily closed due to no staff but that they are working to hire a replacement.   
 
HOME SUPPORT BOARD 
 
Nothing to report.  
 
COMMUNITY HEALTH BOARD          
 
Nothing to report.  
 
CANSO AREA STAKEHOLDER WORKING GROUP       22-07-30213 
 
Deputy Warden Peitzsche stated they held a meeting via teleconference last week and that the 
same issues were discussed. Deputy Warden Peitzsche stated that while they work on recruiting 
doctors and nurses, they are doing what they can to get locums and communicate closures to 
residents.   
              
MOVED:  Councillor Mary Desmond 
SECONDED: Councillor Paul Long  
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MOTION:  THAT Council approve the Canso Area Stakeholder Working Group report as 
presented.  

 MOTION CARRIED 
 
GUYSBOROUGH AREA STAKEHOLDER WORKING GROUP       
 
Councillor Long reported that the Working Group has not met since the last Council Meeting. He 
highlighted that they have four new doctors and that one doctor has decided to leave the area. 
Councillor Long stated that ER staffing shortages are ongoing.  
 
TRANSIT ASSOCIATION OF GUYSBOROUGH   
 
Nothing to report.  
  
ANY OTHER COMMITTEE OR BOARD 
  
FUTURE MEETING DATES 
 

 Wednesday July 27th @ 1:00 pm Audit Committee Meeting 
 Wednesday July 27th @ 2:00 pm Special Council Session 
 Wednesday, September 7th @ 4:30 pm Committee of the Whole 
 Wednesday, September 21th @ 3:00 pm Nova Scotia Health Authority 
 Wednesday, September 21th @ 4:30 pm Regular Monthly Council  

 

ADJOURNMENT             22-07-30214 
 
MOVED: Deputy Warden Janet Peitzsche   
MOTION: THAT the Regular Council Meeting of July 20, 2022 stand adjourned.  
  MOTION CARRIED (5:35 p.m.) 
 
 
________________________________ 
WARDEN 

 
 
__________________________________ 
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  
 
 
________________________________ 
DATE 
 


